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E lizabeth Ann Hessen (Liz), 73, passed away peacefully in the presence of her

family in her home on July 29, 2024, after a battle with Huntington’s Disease.
She was born May 29, 1951, to Albert and Elizabeth Gary in Memphis, Tennessee.

She is survived by her husband of 39 years, Harry Hessen, and three children, daughter Johnna
Gaustad married to son-in-law Abe Gaustad, son Michael Cerrito married to daughter-in-law Sara

Cerrito, and daughter Chelsey Hessen. In addition, she leaves three grandchildren, Gressa
Gaustad, Bren Gaustad, and Jessie Marie Cerrito.

She graduated from Overton High School May 27, 1969. Liz was first married to John Cerrito on
November 28, 1969, and gave birth to Johnna and Michael. Tragically, John passed away March
30, 1977. Liz went on to raise two children as a single mother, trained as an engineering draftsman

and was employed by Dover Elevator where she met Harry. They were married on June 28, 1985
at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Memphis, and later she had her third child, Chelsey.

Liz was a hard worker and a dedicated mother and wife; however, her passion was creativity. Her

love for art grew into creating “Crazy Like the Moon Studio”, a joint adventure with her husband
Harry in 1990.

Her Artist Statement says it all:

“A whimsical attitude toward common objects is the catalyst of my work - turning a plate into a
scene that calls for a second glance, tells a story, or evokes a smile. Inspiration comes from

everywhere; my enormous and very lazy cat Gabby, my daughter's horse, a single donut left on
the table, but mostly a slightly skewed view of everyday life. From decorative plates and quote

plates to service pieces that are conversation pieces - everything evolving from my studio is
unique and hopefully wakeful to the viewer’s imagination.”
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Her work was seen and sold at the Cooper Young Festival, Midtown Artist Market and at the
Atlanta Merchant Market.

Liz was always about helping people and volunteered when a need was required. She moved on to
receive a Medical Assistant Diploma from Concord November 11, 2006, and worked as a medical

tech for several years.

She was always hungry to learn something new. She and her husband built a backyard chicken
coop and had several backyard chickens, raised for the best-tasting eggs you would ever eat. She

started a blog and Facebook page called “For the Love of Chicken Poop” with over one thousand
followers from all over the world. She was invited to write several articles for major publications

about her experiences with backyard chickens.

Creativity was one of her middle names, and she showed it in many ways, from preparing floral
arrangements, to sewing, to decorating their Midtown home. Liz was full of life. She was a runner,

and she loved the beach and harmonizing with nature.

The family will receive friends for visitation Tuesday August 6, 2024, from 5:00 to 7:00. There will
be a service Wednesday August 7, 2024, from 11:00 to 12:00 PM. Both events will be at Memorial

Park Funeral Home & Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Avenue. Memphis, Tennessee.

To view the service online, please click on the link below,

https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/103345/hash:922A24F2F826D3F4

Donations are welcomed in her name to the Huntington’s Disease Society of America.
https://hdsa.org/
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Visitation

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Memorial Service

Memorial Park Fireside Chapel

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119
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Tuesday, August 6, 2024

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Wednesday, August 7, 2024

11:00 AM CT

PAGE 5 OF 8

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054239,-89.8725823
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054604,-89.8727774
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Memorial Park Funeral Home And Cemetery shared aWebcast Video.

August 3 at 7:35 AM

ST Steven posted:

When both Liz and I worked at SMU (Scale Models Unlimited) Liz took pains taking attention to the

most minute detail. This was much like her art works from what I always gathered. Her high

standards for herself and anything she touched were almost unobtainable.Lord, remember your

artists. Have mercy upon them and remember with compassion all those that reflect the good, the

strengths and the weaknesses of the human spirit.

August 5 at 2:16 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Hessen family.

August 4 at 8:39 AM

FD From Julie Nelson And Amy Duncan sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Hessen

family.

August 4 at 8:36 AM

MC Mary Jane Cerrito posted:

It always warn my heart whenever I saw Liz .. big hugs . I also have several of her plates that she

made displayed in my kitchen now. Years ago, she made me a plaque that she painted and the sayjng

on it said .. don’t hurry, don’t worry and don’t forget to smell the flowers .. I will miss you

August 3 at 12:57 PM
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Memorial Park Funeral Home And Cemetery shared aWebcast Video. August 3 at 7:35 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Elizabeth (Liz) by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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